SIR HENRY ROSCOE
of his popularity. The party managers had selected another candidate whom Roscoe was to propose, but at the public meeting to choose a candidate someone at the beginning of the proceedings suggested his name. This was received with great enthusiasm and carried unanimously. He was much the most effective representative science has ever had. His opinion carried great weight in the House : he had no axe to grind, he was not a manufacturer and he had given up his Professorship on entering Parliament, but he had the confidence both of manufacturers and of teachers. He was popular and worked hard, with the result that the scientific aspects of the Bills before Parliament received adequate consideration. He lost his seat at the election in 1895, when he was beaten by 76 votes by the Marquis of Lorne, and did not make any attempt to enter Parliament again. He had done a great work : it is hardly an exaggeration to say that the recognition of the importance of science for the welfare of the nation hardly existed when he began it; teaching of science in schools was described in a report of a Royal Commission as being " regarded with jealousy by the staff, with contempt by the boys, and with indifference by the parents ". Now some science is taught hi all schools and a good deal in a great many. Most of them have physical and chemical laboratories, which are in many cases large, well designed and well equipped with apparatus. There were then none of the Schools of Technology which are now to be found in most manufacturing towns; some of these are magnificent buildings, erected by the municipalities at great cost, and provided with the most expensive apparatus. There were no Government institutions like the National Physical Laboratory for research, both in pure physics and for solving difficulties which manufacturers
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